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If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him 

water to drink: For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the Lord shall 

reward thee” (Prov. 25:21-22). “Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be 

called the children of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye, when men 

shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of evil against you 

falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in 

heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before you. . . . For I say 

unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed the righteousness of the 

scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the kingdom of heaven. Ye 

have heard that it was said by them of old time, Thou shalt not kill; and whosoever 

shall kill shall be in danger of the judgment: But I say unto you, That whosoever is 

angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment: and 

whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca, shall be in danger of the council: but 

whosoever shall say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell fire. Therefore if thou 

bring thy gift to the altar, and there rememberest that thy brother hath ought against 

thee; Leave there thy gift before the altar, and go thy way; first be reconciled to thy 

brother, and then come and offer thy gift. Agree with thine adversary quickly, 

whiles thou art in the way with him; lest at any time the adversary deliver thee to 

the judge, and the judge deliver thee to the officer, and thou be cast into prison. 

Verily I say unto thee, Thou shalt by no means come out thence, till thou hast paid 

the uttermost farthing. . . . Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, 

and a tooth for a tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever 

shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if any man will 

sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have thy cloke also. And 

whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with him twain. Give to him that 

asketh thee, and from him that would borrow of thee turn not thou away. Ye have 

heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbour, and hate thine enemy. 

But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them 

that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 

That ye may be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his 

sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 

unjust. For if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the 

publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye more than 

others? do not even the publicans so? Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father 



which is in heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:9-12, 20-26, 38-48). “Recompense to no 

man evil for evil. Provide things honest in the sight of all men. If it be possible, as 

much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men. Dearly beloved, avenge not 

yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it is written, Vengeance is mine; I 

will repay, saith the Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, feed him; if he thirst, 

give him drink: for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not 

overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:17-21). “Not rendering 

evil for evil, or railing for railing: but contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are 

thereunto called, that ye should inherit a blessing. For he that will love life, and see 

good days, let him refrain his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no 

guile: Let him eschew evil, and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. For the 

eyes of the Lord are over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: 

but the face of the Lord is against them that do evil. And who is he that will harm 

you, if ye be followers of that which is good? But and if ye suffer for 

righteousness’ sake, happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be 

troubled; But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready always to give an 

answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with 

meekness and fear: Having a good conscience; that, whereas they speak evil of 

you, as of evildoers, they may be ashamed that falsely accuse your good 

conversation in Christ. For it is better, if the will of God be so, that ye suffer for 

well doing, than for evil doing. For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just 

for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but 

quickened by the Spirit” (I Pet. 3:9-18). 

 


